THE GREATEST IS LOVE

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.”
(1 Corinthians 13:13)



It is so important that all that we do in life
and ministry is undergirded by genuine love

People do not care how much we know but
they do want to know how much we care

Without having a genuine love for others all
that we do in life will have little |mpact on
the world around us ’

Our love for others will also be a key factor in
determining the rewards that we receive for
our life here on earth when the Lord returns



The Apostle Paul wrote, “Though | speak with
the tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, | have become sounding brass or a
clanging cymbal. And though | have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries and al
knowledge, and though | have all faith, so that
could remove mountains, but have not love,
am nothing. And though | bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though | give my body to
be burned, but have not love, it profits me
nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) S




* It is also our love for people that will cause
us to fully break open our lives for the
Cause of Christ and to sacrificially live for
others

Jesus Himself said, “For the Son of Man wiill
come in the glory of his Father with His angels,
and then He will reward each according to his
works.” (Matthew 16:27)



e Jesus in the book of Revelation rebuked the
loveless church of Ephesus, though it was full

of good works and could not bear those who

were evil

e Jesus also rebuked the lukewarm church of
the Laodiceans which was wealthy and self
sufficient and which had lost it love and
passion for Jesus Christ

* |t is only our love for Jesus Christ and our love
for others that will cause our lives to make a
great difference in the world that we live in



* The bible makes it clear that God is loving and
merciful and that it is our love for others that
is the greatest evidence of us having a
genuine relationship with Jesus Christ

The Apostle John wrote,

“And we have known and believed the love
that God has for us. God is love, and he who
abides in love abides in God, and God in him.”
(1 John 4:16)




The Apostle John also emphasised the practical
side of what true love is when he wrote, “By
this we know love, because he laid down His life
for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s
goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts
up his heart from him, how does the love of
God abide in him? My little children, let us not
love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in
truth.” (1 John 3:16-18)




e Jesus Christ during His time here on earth
demonstrated God’s love for all people in the
way that He lived His life

We see this in the gospel of Matthew, “Then
Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people. But when
He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary
and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd "
(Matthew 9:35-36)




Jesus also spoke of God’s great love for us
when He said,

“For God so loved the world that He gave His

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in

Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16)




e As Christians we are meant to be the hands
and feet of Jesus.

* To be His ambassadors here on earth

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now all things are
of God, who has reconciled us to Himself
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation, (2 Corinthians 5:18)

“Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were pleading through us: we
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled
to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)




* AS | PREPARED FOR TODAY’S WORKSHOP, |
REALLY SENSED THAT IT IS GOD’S HEART
THAT WE WOULD ALL BE FOCUSED AT THIS
TIME ON HELPING TO RECONCILE THE LOST
TO CHRIST

* God’s heart truly is that no one would
perish but that all would come to a saving
faith in Jesus Christ




The Apostle Peter wrote, “The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9)

* So given the hour that we are now Ilvmg in
my next Zoom Tutorial Workshop will
focus a lot on the urgency to evangelise
and God’s heart for the lost



* Given that it is now harvest time | will also
be running a two-session workshop to help
equip leaders and pastors to train up
Christians to become soul winners on the 31
and 4t of July. Following is the link to see
the details for this workshop:
https://coh.org.au/Details Workshop
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e We most reflect God’s character when we
have a genuine unconditional love for others

* God’s agape love is unconditional

 There is a big difference between human love
and God’s unconditional love




The Apostle Paul wrote what true agape love
is really like, “Love suffers long and is kind;
love does not envy; love does not parade
itself, is not puffed up; does not behave
rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked,
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but
rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)




* Jesus Himself made it clear that it was
through genuinely loving our brothers and
sisters in the Lord that we would have the
greatest impact on the unsaved world

Jesus Himself said,

“A new commandment | give to you, that you
love one another; as | have loved you, that
you also love one another. By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another.” (John 13:34-35) :




* The bible makes it clear that the moment we
become a Christian God’s love is poured out
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now hope does not disappoint, because the
love of God has been poured out in our hearts

by the Holy Spirit who was glven to us.”
(Romans 5:5) 5

* So as believers we have the ability to love
others unconditionally



* Jesus however warned that the love of many
would grow cold in the times that we are now
living in. What He predicted we are now seeing

Jesus Himself said, “And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will hate
one another. Then many false prophets will rise
up and deceive many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love
of many will grow cold, But he who endures to
the end shall be saved.”

(Matthew 24:12-13)




* So how can we continually maintain our love for
others as we go through life’s trials and
disappointments and rejection for our faith

1) We must always be quick to forgive others

Jesus Himself said, R .
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“And whenever you stand praying, if you have
anything against anyone, forgive him, that your
Father in heaven may also forgive you your
trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither
will your Father in heaven forgive vyour
trespasses.” (Mark 11:25-26)



None of us are perfect

We all have hurt others at times ourselves

We must always choose to be quick to forgive
those who hurt us

Continually forgiving others helps us to have
loving and healthy relationships with others

We cannot shut our heart to others and also
have our heart open to God at the same time

Continually forgiving those who hurt us
helps us to love others unconditionally



 Jesus Himself clearly emphasised the
importance of always forgiving others

We see this in the gospel of Matthew;

“Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord,
how often shall my brother sin against me,
and | forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus
said to him, “l do not say to you, up to seven

times, but up to seventy times seven.
(Matthew 18:21-22)
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e We must simply choose to move on from our
past hurts and betrayals if we are to continually
love others unconditionally ooing

* We must always be quick to forgive those who
hurt us and refuse to dwell on these experiences.
We must learn to both forgive and forget. We
must simply refuse to rehearse our hurts

The Apostle Paul wrote,”... But one thing | do,
forgetting those things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things which are
ahead,” (Philippians 3:13)



2) We need to maintain an ONGOING intimate
and abiding relationship with the LORD

Jesus Himself said,

“Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in Me. | am
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides
in Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)



We must never get too busy so that we do not
spend quality time with the Lord ‘

of the Lord the more we will grow in Christlike
character and in our love for others

Continually spending time in God’s presence
helps us to get His love and compassion for
people

The more time that we spend with the Lord
the more love we will have for others



 Spending quality time alone with the Lord
with an open bible is a great key to growing
in our love for others

 Meditating on the word of God during our
quiet times helps to see Christ being formed
in our lives as the word of God begins to
bring transformation to our lives




The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” (Colossians 3:16) e

The Psalmist wrote, “Your word I have hidden

in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”
(Psalm 119:11)



 Spending quality time alone with the Lord
with an open bible and without the
distraction of the smart phone helps us to
maintain our love for others |

-k ~r
1 '_9_’.,~.‘.’ LA

* |t is so important to have a place where we
meet with God without distractions and that

we make quality time to spend with the Lord.
The simple fact is that life can get busy at
times. We must simply make time to spend
with the Lord DAILY




Having a lifestyle of worship is also a great
key to gaining God’s heart of love and
compassion for others i 116 o vl
For me worship music has always been a
way where | immediately connect with the
heart of God

It is so important that we never lose our
compassion for the lost and hurting

The simple fact is the more we love God the
more we will love people unconditionally



3) We must continually maintain a right heart

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of
it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

* It is so important that we do not allow the

ways of the world to affect our heart
attitudes



The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

e Especially in the Western world the pleasures
of life and materialism are a constant
distraction for so many people and can draw
people away from a whole hearted devotion
to Christ



The Apostle John wrote,

“Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father
but is of the world. And the world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the
will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)




Jesus Himself said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)




Jesus also said, “No one can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.” (Matthew 6:24) :

* There is a great correlation between our love
for God and our love for people

* The more we love God the more we will have
a desire to live for Him and to love others



This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where Christ is,
sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind
on things above, not on things on the earth.”
(Colossians 3:1-2) |

* |t is so important that we keep our focus on
the Lord at all times and that we don’t
allow the ways of the world to steal our
love for God and for others



* There is a saying that the people of the world
love money and use people

e But as Christians we need to be counter

cultural and always love people and use
money




It is also crucial that we refuse to entertain
critical and judgemental thoughts toward
others

The Devil will always exaggerate the faults of
others = o

We cannot continually judge others and love
them at the same time

It is so important that we always look for the
good in others



This is why Jesus Himself said,

“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what
judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with
the measure you use, it will be measured back to
you.” “And why do you look at the speck in your
brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in
your own eye? Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your
eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the

speck from your brother’s eye.” (Matthew 7:1-5)



* One great key to always maintaining a right
heart so that we can consistently love others
is that we always take ALL wrong thoughts
captive before they take us captive and
replace them with Christ centred thoughts

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for
pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God, bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Chrlst

(2 Corinthians 10:4-5) <ot




e We must win the battle for the mind if we
are to consistently love all people = s

TRUE, NOBLE,
JUST, PURE,
LOVELY, OF

GOOD REPORT,

IF THERE 1S ANY VIRTUR

AND IF THERT IS ANYTHING
Aot L

* We must therefore be careful about what
we allow into our ear and eye gates and
what we entertain in our thought life

* Having a disciplined thought life helps us
to instinctively love those in the world
around us



* The Apostle Paul gave us great wisdom in
relation to what we should focus on,
especially given the lawless and ungodly times
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that we are now living in oA

PRAISEWORTHY

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things
are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue
and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate
on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)



4) We need to be continually filled with the
Holy Spirit and learn to walk in the Spirit

The Apostle Paul wrote, “that Christ may dwell in
yvour hearts through faith; that you, being rootec
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehenc
with all the saints what is the width and length anc
depth and height —to know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19) “And do
not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but
be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18) ‘




The Apostle Paul warned of the consequences
of not walking in the Spirit when he wrote,
“For you, brethren, have been called to liberty;
only do not use liberty as an opportunity for
the flesh, but through Ilove serve one
another.” (Galatians 5:13) i < - v

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this: “You shall love your neighbour as
yourself” But if you bite and devour one
another, beware lest you be consumed by one
another!” (Galatians 5:14-15)



* Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit
helps us to grow in the fruit of the Spirit and
to walk in the Spirit 2

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall
not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16)

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against
such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)




5) We need to be selective in who we allow
into our inner circle of friends

* We become very much like the company that
we keep

* |tis so important that we have friends of godly
character in our inner circle of friends

* A great key to learning to love others
unconditionally is to have people in your life
who model what it is to love others



* On the other hand, we must be careful to not
allow into our inner circle of friends' people
who are constantly critical and judgemental

towards others and who have problems with
anger
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In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends
carefully, For the way of the wicked leads
them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26)



In the book of Proverbs, we also read,

“Make no friendship with an angry man, and
with a furious man do not go, lest you learn

his ways and set a snare for your soul.”
(Proverbs 22:24-25)

Make

no friendship
with a man
given o

ANGER,

nor go with a

WRATHFUL mon.
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6) We need to remain in fellowship with
other believers

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised is
faithful. And let us consider one another in
order to stir up love and good works, not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the
Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25) AND



7) WE MUST SIMPLY CHOOSE TO fnmssisaousn

love over hate,

LOVE ALL PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES eompsssonoar

judgment.

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good
things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as
much as depends on you, live peaceably with all
men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather
give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is
Mine, | will repay,” says the Lord. Therefore “If your
enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him
a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on
his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:17-21)




The Apostle Peter wrote,

“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore
be serious and watchful in your prayers. And
above all things have fervent love for one
another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”
Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling.” (1 Peter 4:7-9)




* So, in conclusion may | encourage us all today
to make our love for Christ and our love for

others the greatest priority in our lives '

* |In doing this we will truly shine in the world
around us and our lives will make a great
eternal difference in the lives of many

* |t is our love for God and for others that will
cause us to sacrificially give of ourselves and
that will give us the heart to reach out to the
lost with the good news of the gospel



* | will now conclude with just one final great
key to seeing the love of Christ consistently
flowing through our lives

* That is, choosing to live a crucified life where
it is no longer | who live but Christ who lives
in me

 That we daily choose to lay down our life for
Christ and for others




 Without this daily commitment to laying
down our lives for the Cause of Christ, it is so
easy for the things of this world and our own
fleshly nature to get us to focus too much on
ourselves rather than breaking open our lives
for others and the Cause of Christ




Selfish Ambition Examples in
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“Who 1s wise and understanding among you?
Let him show by good conduct that his works
are done 1n the meekness of wisdom. But if
you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.
This wisdom does not descend from above, but
1s earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy
and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil

In the book of James we read,




This is why Jesus said,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life

will lose 1t, but whoever loses his life for My
sake will save 1t.” (Luke 9:23-24)

* It is in breaking open our lives for the
Kingdom Cause and for others that God’s love
is free to flow through our lives as believers
to touch the lives of others



Jesus Christ Himself also said,

“This is My commandment, that you love one
another as | have loved you. Greater love has
no one than this, than to lay down one’s life
for his friends.” (John 15:12-13)




* It is our unconditional love for others that
will truly make us stand out as believers
in the world that we are now living in

| will finish by again sharing the words of
the Apostle Paul, “And now abide faith,
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of
these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)
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